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To:  Interested Parties 
From:  Linda DiVall, Randall Gutermuth and David Kanevsky 
Re:  Key Initial Highlights from Exit Polling 
Date:  November 5, 2014 
 

 
The following outlines key findings from the 2014 exit polls.  Note that the data is often tweaked by 
the exit pollsters in the days following the election so these final percentages may change slightly. 
 
Republicans significantly minimized their losses with women. 
 

 Republicans won men nationally by 16-points while only trailing among women by 4-points.  
In 2012, the Republican House candidate lost women by 11-points. 

 

 In addition, Republicans actually won white women by 14-points and won Independent 
women by 4-points. 

 

 Not only did Republicans close the gender gap, but women made up a lower percentage of 
the electorate in 2014 (51%) than in both 2012 (53%) and 2010 (52%). 

 
The younger voters who turned out in 2014 were less Democratic leaning. 
 

 18-29 year olds made up 13% of the electorate nationally in 2014, compared with 19% in 
2012 and 12% in 2010.  While Republicans cut the margins from 22-points in 2012 to 11-
points in 2014, this is more a result of younger Democratic voters not turning out. 

 

 There was a slight drop-off from 2012 as a percentage of the electorate among both African 
Americans (-1%) and Latinos (-2%), but the most significant drop off was with younger 
voters. 

 

 In 2012 in North Carolina, African Americans made up 23% of the electorate, but this 
dropped to 21% in 2014.  In Colorado Latinos made up 14% of the electorate in 2012 and 
14% in 2014.   

 

 White voters made up 75% of the electorate in 2014, compared with 72% of the electorate in 
2012 and 77% in 2010. 
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While still nowhere near where Republicans need to be with Latinos, there was an improvement in 
vote share. 
 

 Republican House candidates won 36% of the Latino vote nationally and 41% of Latino men, 
up from only 30% and 37% respectively in 2012.  President Bush won 44% of the Latino vote 
in 2004. 

 

 It’s important to note that 57% of voters said that illegal immigrants working in the U.S. 
should be given legal status, compared with only 39% saying they should be deported.  In 
the more Democratic-leaning 2012 Presidential election, 66% of voters supported legal 
status, compared with 29% supporting deportation.  This will be an important issue to resolve 
as part of an overall strategy of making inroads with Latinos. 

 
Republicans’ successes were largely driven by their ability to win the middle. 
 

 While base turnout was definitely important for Republicans, the fact that they won 
Independents by 12-points was vital to their victory in swing districts.  This is up from a 7-
point victory in 2012. 
 

 Republican House candidates won suburban voters by 12-points in 2014, compared with 
only winning by 4-points in 2012. 

 

 Middle class voters sided with Republican House candidates by an 11-point margin, up from 
a 6-point advantage in 2012. 

 

 Finally, they were not demonized among Moderate voters, losing them by 8-points, 
compared with a 16-point deficit in 2012. 

 
Nationally, this election was undoubtedly a referendum on President Obama. 
 

 The President’s job approval rating among 2014 voters was 44%, but there was a massive 
intensity difference, with only 20% strongly approving of the job he was doing, compared with 
42% strongly disapproving. 

 

 In 2012, 54% of voters approved of the job the President was doing and in 2010, 44% 
approved, the same level as 2014.   

 

 House Democrats lost among Obama disapprovers by 68-points.  Hagan lost them by 69-
points, Udall by 65-points, Braley by 68-points and Nunn by an astounding 78-points. 

 

 The President will continue to be an anchor for Landrieu in the Louisiana run-off, as the 
President’s approval rating was only 39% with voters there and she only garnered 13% of 
the vote from Obama disapprovers. 

 

 In New Hampshire Shaheen was able to survive despite losing among Obama disapprovers 
by 64-points primarily because the President’s approval rating in the Granite State (43%) 
was slightly higher than the other battleground Senate states. 

 

 33% of voters nationally stated that their House vote was meant to express opposition to 
President Obama, with only 19% stating it was to express their support for him.  As a point of 
comparison, in 2006 22% of voters said their vote was to express support of President Bush 
and 36% said it was in opposition.  
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This election was also a referendum on government overreach as a whole.  Obamacare was part of 
this, but not the overarching factor. 

 

 54% of voters believe government is doing too much, up from 52% in 2012 and near 2010 
levels when 56% said the government was doing too much. 

 

 With that said, it’s important to note that less than a majority of voters even in a strong 
Republican year said that Obamacare went too far (49%).  These voters are clearly in the 
GOP camp as they voted Republican at the House level by 70-points.  However, among 
those who think that Obamacare was about right or didn’t go far enough (46% of the 
electorate), Democrats won by 4 to 1 margins. 

 

 The lesson here is that Republicans’ focus heading into a Presidential election can’t be just 
on repealing Obamacare, but instead focused on finding solutions for every day Americans. 

 
From an issue perspective, the economy was the top vote determinant and Republican’s ability to 
win that helped drive their overall margins.  However, another key factor is that concern over foreign 
policy nearly tripled from 2012. 
 

 A plurality of voters (45%) cite the economy as most important in deciding their vote and 
narrowly favored the Republican by 2-points.   

 

 In 2010 the War in Afghanistan was cited by only 7% of voters as the most important 
problem and in 2012 foreign affairs was cited by only 5% of voters.  In 2014, 13% of voters 
cited foreign policy and Republicans won this vote by 14-points. 

 
The swing voters who elected Republicans across the country are anxious and looking for solutions. 
 

 Only 31% of voters said things in the country are headed in the right direction, with 65% 
saying things are off on the wrong track.  Republicans won wrong track votes by 41-points.  
In 2012, 46% of voters said things were headed in the right direction, with 52% saying things 
were off on the wrong track. 
 

 Nearly 8-in-10 votes said they are worried about the current economic conditions and these 
voters favored the Republican House candidate by 18-points.   

 

 Of the 79% of voters who only trust Washington some of the time or never, they supported 
Republicans by 18-points. 

 

 Voters clearly have poor opinions of both the Democratic (43% favorable, 55% unfavorable) 
and Republican (42% favorable, 54% unfavorable) parties and finding some consensus to 
get things done should be a top priority of leaders of both parties.  Moreover, 78% of voters 
disapproved of the way Congress is handling its job. 

 

 When only 22% of voters believe that life for the next generation will be better than it is today 
and 48% say it will be worse, clearly something needs to change in Washington and this 
offers an opportunity for Republicans to reach millennials.   


